
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

North Carolina Division of the 
American Trauma Society 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 

 
Date:    October 21, 2009   President: Deb Braun, RN 
 
Location:   Forsyth Medical Center  Secretary: Dale Hill, EMT-P 
 
Present:  Kim Bailey, Kushana Ballard, Deb Braun, Sharon Brookins, Ethiel Estes, Dale Hill, 

Linda Kalafut, Gail Kluttz, Bernie Medeiros, Debra Petrarca, Michele Rudisill, Christy 
Spivey, Deb Stafford, Dennis Taylor 

 

 
Deb Braun called the meeting to order at 0855.   
 
The April 21, 2009 minutes were reviewed and accepted without corrections.    
 
Treasurer’s report was given by Debra Petrarca. Debra P. discussed the quarterly financial statement 
and reported an ending balance of $14,998.04. Of particular note, Debra P. recently paid the invoice 
related to the co-sponsorship of the Emergency Medicine Today conference, but had to pay the 
invoice on two separate checks due to an error in billing. The expenses will be included on the 
January report. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
• Advocacy/Membership – Linda Kalafut 

Linda Kalafut reported that we received a membership list from National. Dale Hill is in the 
process of creating an email list of members in order to facilitate communication. Deb B. asked 
the group for ideas for increasing membership. After some discussion, the group considered ideas 
such as sending out a mass email notice to potential members, raffling off ATS memberships, or 
offering unrestricted grants to the RACs if they recruit a certain number of members. There was 
no final decision made, but the group noted that the web site should be reviewed & updated. 
Dale reported that he is in the process of working with the NC ATS web master to get the site up-
to-date, and can include additional membership or scholarship information. 
 



 
 

New Business 
• Injury Prevention Support Activities for 2010 – Deb Braun 

The group discussed changes to scholarship process. Gail Kluttz suggested that some of the 
members who have a background in injury prevention review the application process and make 
suggestions. Ethiel Estes and Kim Bailey will review the application.  
Dennis Taylor offered the motion that NC ATS fund up to four grants with a maximum of $1,500 
each. These grants will focus specifically on injury prevention activities. Christy Spivey seconded 
the motion, which was approved unanimously.   
Deb B. suggested to the group that the chapter try to offer more support to injury prevention 
activities across the state. She suggested that NC ATS have a representative at the larger injury 
prevention conferences in the state, such as UNC or the Child Passenger Safety conference. Dale 
has spoken with Sharon Rhyne of NC Public Health, who will be sending a list of potential 
conferences to Dale. Dale offered a motion that NC ATS offer support to Injury Prevention & 
Trauma conferences across the state. Linda seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
As a follow up to the motion, Dale will send an email to the RAC Coordinators to get the dates of 
each trauma conference, as well as any injury prevention conferences sponsored by the trauma 
centers. Dale will also check with the RAC Coordinators & Trauma Program managers regarding 
the status of the display boards purchased by NC ATS for each RAC.  

 
Announcements 
• Emergency Medicine Today participation – Gail Kluttz & Deb Braun 

Again this year, NC ATS served as a co-sponsor for the Emergency Medicine Today conference, 
held October 3 – 7 in Greensboro. The Chapter provided financial support of the Monday evening 
social event, as it has for the past several years. 
  

• Memorial Fund – Gail Kluttz 
Dr. Jay Wyatt has established a memorial fund for ATS in honor of his mother, who passed away 
earlier this month. Although he did not specify for what the funds should be used, injury 
prevention activities are a likely use. Gail will clarify the use of the funds with Dr. Wyatt. 

 
 
Adjourned 
 
Next meeting scheduled for January 2010 via teleconference, time and date TBD. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dale Hill, EMT-P 
North Carolina ATS 
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